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On the afternoon of December 25, 1941, the British 
Governor of Hong Kong was forced to surrender the 
island to its Japanese invaders after a week of fierce 
fighting; the Battle of Hong Kong was over. 
 

On the final day of the battle the Canadians who fought 
to preserve British control of the island were greeted by a 
sarcastic Japanese radio broadcast that wished them a 
merry Christmas and demanded their surrender.  
 

Almost 300 Canadians were killed in the Battle of Hong 
Kong and another five hundred were wounded. Those 
who survived were marched to the north-east side of the 
island and became Japanese Prisoners of War (POW). 
 

One of the Canadians captured was Lieutenant Katherine 
“Kay” Christie, a Canadian army nurse from Toronto. 
Praised for sticking to her post during the invasion, 
Christie treated wounded soldiers during the fierce eight-
day battle and looked after her fellow Canadian POWs until 
her release in 1943. 
 

 

 
 
 

Kay Christie’s obituary. 
(Credit: Hong Kong Veterans Commemorative Association) 

Canadian Women of Valour Challenge: 

KAY CHRISTIE, Nurse and Prisoner of War 

Kay Christie 

Kay died in Toronto, 7 February 1994. 
She was 82 years old. 

http://valourcanada.ca/
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https://www.hkvca.ca/cforcedata/indivreport/indivdetailed.php?regtno=X39
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Despite the efforts of Christie and other captured medical staff, 367 Canadians died in Japanese POW 

camps before they were liberated in 1946. The soldiers who fought in Hong Kong were the first 

Canadians to see combat in the Second World War and the last to return home. 
 

 

 

 
 

To read more about Kay Christie, visit Mount Pleasant Group, Veterans Affairs or the Hong Kong 
Veterans Commemorative Association. 

For more on the Battle of Hong Kong, see this ThoughtCo article. 

 

 

 

North Point Camp in Hong Kong prior to WWII. 
(Credit: Gwulo) 

Key Vocabulary: 

Liberate: to set free from prison 
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