
Prior to the British assault on Passchendaele 

being bogged down by heavy rainfall during 

the latter half of the summer of 1917, the High 

Command knew that they had to somehow 

prevent additional German reinforcements 

from being sent to oppose them in Belgium. 

Consequently, the recently appointed 

Canadian Corps Commander, General 

Arthur Currie, was ordered to launch a full-

scale attack on the nearby French coal-

mining city of Lens in the hopes that any 

reinforcements for Passchendaele would be 

diverted. Currie knew that his troops would 

not be able to take the heavily fortified 

city without extreme losses, so he instead 

proposed to attack the adjacent Hill 70 

and was subsequently able to convince his 

superiors to allow the Canadians Corps to 

take this course of action.

Hill 70 was a piece of high ground that 

overlooked Lens, making the city vulnerable 

to artillery attacks by whoever held that 

topographically superior position. 

Although Sir Douglas Haig approved the 

change of plan, he and Currie both realized 

that the position would be a tough nut to 

crack given that the hill was well defended 

by deep trenches, concrete pillboxes, 

entrenched machine guns, and five feet 

high barbed wire. 

... cont’d on page 2
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DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT YOUR 
DONATION  
CAN DO?

$50

$500

$2000

$5000

=
=
=
=

$50 (or ONE membership) allows three 
students to attend Valour Canada’s 
in-museum program.

$500 (or TEN memberships) allows  
one class to attend Valour Canada’s  
in-museum program.

$2000 (or FORTY memberships) allows the 
development of one new lesson plan and 
activity module for our in-museum program.

$5000 (or ONE HUNDRED memberships) 
allows the development of one new virtual 
reality module.
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... cont’d from page 1

In addition, the German defenders were 

armed with flamethrowers and mustard gas. 

Nevertheless, Currie stuck to his guns, drew 

up a plan, and put it into action. On August 

15, 1917, the Canadian infantry attacked 

Hill 70 and by the end of the day on the 

16th, they had managed to overcome the 

German defences and completely capture 

the strategically significant position.

For the next three days the Canadians 

repulsed a series of twenty-one vicious 

counterattacks. They inflicted an estimated 

25,000 German casualties and a gave a 

severe blow to German morale. Currie and 

the Canadian Corps eventually captured 

Lens, suffering severe casualties (over 9,000) 

while attempting to do so, and marked the 

Battle of Hill 70 as a significant milestone in 

Canadian military history. The battle was also 

the first time that all four Canadian divisions 

fought under Canadian command. Six 

Victoria Crosses were awarded to Canadian 

soldiers in the aftermath.

Currie said afterwards that Hill 70 was “…

the hardest battle in which the Corps has 

participated. It was a great and wonderful 

victory. GHQ regard it as one of the finest 

performances of the war.”

For more articles like this, please visit our online 

library here.

General Currie at a September Memorial Service to men who 
fell during Hill 70 advance (Credit: LAC M #3395018).

https://valourcanada.ca/military-history-library/
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CROSSWORD:

1. German Navy

2. Germany’s Axis Ally

3. German U-boats sank Allied transport ships in order 
to cut _____ _____. (2 words)

4. Radar and _____ technologies helped the Allies 
locate U-boats. 

5. Group of Ships travelling together

6. The Battle of the Atlantic was the _______ 
continuous battle of the Second World War.

7. Merchant Navy Port

8. Smaller Warships used for escorts

9. Convoys received aerial protection from the Royal 
Air Force _______ _______. (2 Words)

10. Anti-Ship Weapon 

11. The area of ocean inaccessible to aircraft 
became known as the _____ ____. (2 Words)

12. In May 1942, German U-boats entered the __ 
_________ River and sank 21 ships. (2 Words)

13. U-boats sank the civilian ferry SS ______, killing 137.

14. Commander-in-Chief, Canadian Northwest 
Atlantic

15. Minesweeper Class

16. Canada had 6 _____-Class Destroyers in 
September 1939.

17. A group of U-boats (2 Words)

18. German Air Force

19. Arctic convoys on the “______ run” faced 
particular dangers, including fog and drift ice.
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WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE

VALOUR CANADA - MEMBERSHIP FORM 

To fill out this form online, please visit our website.
*Please return completed form with payment information to:

Valour Canada, 1820 24 St. SW, Calgary, AB  T2T 0G6

Contact Information:
Date:   Name:  

Address:   City:  

Province:   Postal Code:  

Phone Number:   Email:  

Membership Type (please check ONE):

 One-Time Donation (without membership) $   (please print)

 Monthly recurring donation (without membership) of $  (please print)

 Annual membership of $50.00

  Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $25.00 = $75.00

  Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $50.00 = $100.00

  Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $100.00 = $150.00

  Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $  (please print)

  Annual membership of $50.00 + recurring monthly gift of $  (please print)

 My donation is made in memory/in honour of:  .

*All donations and memberships qualify for a charitable tax receipt.

Payment Slip (please PRINT):

 I would like to pay by cheque - my completed cheque is attached.

 I would like to pay by credit card:

I,  , authorize Valour Canada to charge my credit card (below) in the

amount of $  as a one-time amount, and/or $  as a monthly amount.

Name on card:   Card Numer:  

Expiry:   Security Code:  

https://valourcanada.ca/membership/
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DONATE // BECOME A MEMBER // SPONSOR
Find out how you can make a difference at:

ValourCanada.ca

   403.685.2660      contact@valourcanada.ca

  1820 24 St. SW, Calgary, AB  T2T 0G6

     @Militrivia              @valourcanada

Don’t forget to follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
(click on the icons to the right) to 
stay up-to-date on more great 
resources!

QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS?  
We would love to hear from you! Please send any comments, questions  

or suggestions by emailing: contact@valourcanda.ca.

FUTURE EVENTS:
2022 Battlefield Tour - France, Belgium 
and Holland: Valour Canada will be 
hosting a Battlefield Tour of France, 
Belgium and Holland in the Spring of 
2022. This tour of historic battlefield sites, 
and the towns and pubs in between, will 
be led by an experienced historian and 
tour guide. More details will be available 
in the coming weeks. 

To let us know if you’re interested, please  send 

us an email at: contact @valourcanada.ca.

EVENTS:
THANK YOU to everyone who   
participated in our recent events. Stay 
tuned for more events coming this fall! 

NEWS:
Check out our latest virtual tour of the 
King’s Own Calgary Regiment Museum.

JULY 2021 ANSWER KEY:
1) Operation Husky

2) Sicily

3) Prime Minister Mackenzie King

4) Royal Canadian Regiment

5) July

6) August 

7) Lieutenant Colonel Crowe

8) Captain Ron Liddell

9) Captain Strome Gallaway

10) Captain Ian Hodson

http://ValourCanada.ca
mailto:contact%40valourcanada.ca?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Militrivia/
https://www.instagram.com/valourcanada/
https://twitter.com/ValourCanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/canadianvalour
mailto:contact%40valourcanda.ca?subject=
mailto:contact @valourcanada.ca
https://valourcanada.ca/vr/kocr/

