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At 0800 hours on June 6th, 1944, the brave 

soldiers of the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division 

first stepped onto the sands of Juno Beach 

in Normandy, France. Many of these men 

lost their lives storming the 10km wide beach, 

but because of their tremendous sacrifice 

Operation Overlord was a remarkable 

success. 

One of the brave men present that day 

was Major Charles Osborne Dalton who led 

‘B’ Company of The Queen’s Own Rifles 

Regiment. At 0812 hours that morning, the 

Queen’s Own came ashore on NAN White 

section of Juno Beach. Although Major Dalton 

has since passed away (in Toronto in 1999), 

he was able to leave us with a vivid image 

of the events through his testimony when he 

recounts those momentous first events on 

Juno Beach: “When I said, “Follow me!” and 

dashed down the ramp into 6 feet of water, I 

disappeared.” 

... cont’d on page 2

RECALLING D-DAY: CHARLES DALTON

Soldiers of the 8th Brigade storming the beach at 
Bernieres, 6 June 1944 (Credit: LAC M# 3408540).



DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT YOUR 
DONATION  
CAN DO?

$50

$500

$2000

$5000

=
=
=
=

$50 (or ONE membership) allows three 
students to attend Valour Canada’s 
in-museum program.

$500 (or TEN memberships) allows  
one class to attend Valour Canada’s  
in-museum program.

$2000 (or FORTY memberships) allows the 
development of one new lesson plan and 
activity module for our in-museum program.

$5000 (or ONE HUNDRED memberships) 
allows the development of one new virtual 
reality module.
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... cont’d from page 1

Recollections such as this were commonplace 

for those desperately trying to exit the landing 

crafts on June 6th, 1944.

Finally, after reaching the beach, Major 

Dalton was faced with a new fear. “We 

scrambled up the beach and when I looked 

back, I was horrified to see that there was 

nobody following me . . . I thought they had 

gone to ground, but in fact they were lying at 

the water’s edge and Germans were firing at 

them as they lay wounded.”

As the minutes passed, casualties continued 

to mount for ‘B’ company, as well as for 

the rest of the units involved in Operation 

Overlord that were spread across the five 

Normandy beaches. While trying to clear a 

strong fortification with firing machine gun (a 

pillbox), Major Dalton was struck in the head 

by a shot from a German Officer’s 9mm pistol. 

After taking the pillbox, his wound would 

prevent him from any further participation on 

D-Day. The remaining soldiers of ‘B’ Company 

continued to fight until 1200 hours.

There were enormous losses. In fact, according 

to Dalton “within 10 minutes, of the 120 men I 

had with me, we were all wounded or killed.” 

Those numbers only account for a small 

fraction of the soldiers present.

In total, Canada suffered 961 casualties, 

a number that includes 340 fatalities, and 

accounts for 4% of the 24,450 Canadian 

soldiers taking part in Operation Overlord. 

Without the sacrifice made by these brave 

soldiers, Canada would not have been able 

to achieve their goals during the Normandy 

Invasion.

For more articles like this, please visit our online 

library here.

https://valourcanada.ca/military-history-library/
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C A N A D I A N P A R A C H U T E B A T T A L I O N
Q C W E D F G H Y T R E A Z X C V B N O E D F G S A
N O A M D F R Z N O R M A N D Y X C V M R F V T W S
G B N N Y J M U I O J K L S X Z T R F A H J L N O D
P O T G A R M O U R E D B R I G A D E H J W E D R F
N O R M A D A X C H F R Y U J K I H D A A E I S D G
C V M B N H I F D S W R T T Y U G H J B K L I O B H
V B U E D S W A Q R Y U K L H G E I S E N H O W E R
B N L M R D F T N A S L O P H V C X Z A W E R T A O
L P B A S D E W Q I X C V J B N M L K C J H G F C Y
O V E R L O R D D S N A Q W U E R R T H Y U I O H A
P L R K J G H F D S A F Z X C N V B N N M P O I U L
Y T R R E W Q A S D F T A G B V O C X Z N M J H V W
Q A Y Z W S X E D C R F V N T P G B B Y H N U J M I
I K H L O P M N B V C U X Z T A Z K E L L E R L K N
J H A G F D S A P O I T U Y T R E R W A Q Z A Q X N
S W R C D E V F R B G A T N H A Y M J U C K I L O I
P O B L I K C A E N M H J U Y T H D N B G H T V F P
R C O D E X S W Z Q A B P O I R L K I J M N B U Y E
T R U J H G B V C E W E Q F D O S A V V C X O K H G
Z E R F V B H U K M O A P Q Z O F G Y H I U I O P R
Q P O I U Y T R E W Q C L K J P H G F D S S A Z M I
N B V G O L D B E A C H V C X E Q A W S E D I R F F
T G Y H U J I K O L P Z M N B R V C X A W S Z O G L
T Y U I O P A S D F G B E N Y S U R M E R G H J N E
Z C C A N A D I A N W A R C E M E T E R Y X V B N S

CROSSWORD CLUES
1. (3RD) CANADIAN INFANTRY DIVISION
2. NORMANDY
3. MULBERRY HARBOUR
4. CAEN
5. OMAHA BEACH
6. UTAH BEACH
7. GOLD BEACH
8. JUNO BEACH
9. SWORD BEACH

10. ARMOURED BRIGADE
11. OVERLORD
12. PARATROOPERS
13. EISENHOWER
14. KELLER
15. ROYAL WINNIPEG RIFLES
16. BENY-SUR-MER
17. CANADIAN WAR CEMETERY
18. (1ST) CANADIAN PARACHUTE BATTALION
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WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE

VALOUR CANADA - MEMBERSHIP FORM 

To fill out this form online, please visit our website.
*Please return completed form with payment information to:

Valour Canada, 1820 24 St. SW, Calgary, AB  T2T 0G6

Contact Information:
Date:   Name:  

Address:   City:  

Province:   Postal Code:  

Phone Number:   Email:  

Membership Type (please check ONE):

 One-Time Donation (without membership) $   (please print)

 Monthly recurring donation (without membership) of $  (please print)

 Annual membership of $50.00

  Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $25.00 = $75.00

  Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $50.00 = $100.00

  Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $100.00 = $150.00

  Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $  (please print)

  Annual membership of $50.00 + recurring monthly gift of $  (please print)

 My donation is made in memory/in honour of:  .

*All donations and memberships qualify for a charitable tax receipt.

Payment Slip (please PRINT):

 I would like to pay by cheque - my completed cheque is attached.

 I would like to pay by credit card:

I,  , authorize Valour Canada to charge my credit card (below) in the

amount of $  as a one-time amount, and/or $  as a monthly amount.

Name on card:   Card Numer:  

Expiry:   Security Code:  

https://valourcanada.ca/membership/
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DONATE // BECOME A MEMBER // SPONSOR
Find out how you can make a difference at:

ValourCanada.ca

   403.685.2660      contact@valourcanada.ca

  1820 24 St. SW, Calgary, AB  T2T 0G6

     @Militrivia              @valourcanada

Don’t forget to follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
(click on the icons to the right) to 
stay up-to-date on more great 
resources!

QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS?  
We would love to hear from you! Please send any comments, questions  

or suggestions by emailing: contact@valourcanda.ca.

VALOUR CANADA HISTORY AND 
HERITAGE SCHOLARSHIP
Purpose:  To support Canadian students 
in their post-secondary educational pursuits.

Awards:  1st Place = $1,500

  2nd Place = $750

Topic:  Visit a local Canadian war 
memorial or monument and analyze its 
historical context, significance, and current 
meaning. Finish with a brief discussion about 
the role of Canadian war memorials in the 
21st century.

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY JUNE 16TH

**Submissions must include an introduction, an 

essay and a short YouTube-compatible video. 

For a FULL list of requirements, and to determine 

eligibility, please visit this page. 

EVENTS:
THANK YOU to everyone who participated in our 

recent events - the Online Pub Quiz in March, 

the Vimy Ridge Talk in April, the Virtual Beer 

Tasting & Pub Quiz in May and the Juno Beach 

Online Historical Tour in June. Each event was a 

success, and we are so pleased you could join 

us! Stay tuned for more events coming this fall! 

MAY 2020 CROSSWORD ANSWERS:
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C K
S O N A R

N I T A L Y
V E W
O G O
Y S U P P L Y L I N E S L

M O L U F T W A F F E
A N O P
R G R S A

H A L I F A X E B L A C K P I T C
N C S E L K
E C O A S T A L C O M M A N D A

R O O W
I R R
B V E
O E B A N G O R
U T C I

M T E V
U E E

M U R M A N S K R
R
A
Y

CLUES
1. GERMAN NAVY
2. GERMANY’S AXIS ALLY
3. GERMAN U-BOATS SANK ALLIED TRANSPORT SHIPS IN 
ORDER TO CUT _____ _____. (2 WORDS)
4. RADAR AND _____ TECHNOLOGIES HELPED THE ALLIES 
LOCATE U-BOATS. 
5. GROUP OF SHIPS TRAVELLING TOGETHER
6. THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC WAS THE _______ 
CONTINUOUS BATTLE OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR.
7. MERCHANT NAVY PORT
8. SMALLER WARSHIPS USED FOR ESCORTS
9. CONVOYS RECEIVED AERIAL PROTECTION FROM THE 
ROYAL AIR FORCE _______ _______. (2 WORDS)
10. ANTI-SHIP WEAPON 

11. THE AREA OF OCEAN INACCESSIBLE TO AIRCRAFT 
BECAME KNOWN AS THE _____ ____. (2 WORDS)
12. IN MAY 1942, GERMAN U-BOATS ENTERED THE __ 
_________ RIVER AND SANK 21 SHIPS. (2 WORDS)
13. U-BOATS SANK THE CIVILIAN FERRY SS ______, 
KILLING 137.
14. COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, CANADIAN NORTHWEST 
ATLANTIC
15. MINESWEEPER CLASS
16. CANADA HAD 6 _____-CLASS DESTROYERS IN 
SEPTEMBER 1939.
17. A GROUP OF U-BOATS (2 WORDS)
18. GERMAN AIR FORCE
19. ARCTIC CONVOYS ON THE “______ RUN” FACED 
PARTICULAR DANGERS, INCLUDING FOG AND DRIFT 
ICE.

http://ValourCanada.ca
mailto:contact%40valourcanada.ca?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Militrivia/
https://www.instagram.com/valourcanada/
https://twitter.com/ValourCanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/canadianvalour
mailto:contact%40valourcanda.ca?subject=
https://valourcanada.ca/education/vchh-scholarship-2021/

