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Learning Objectives:

+ Define Canada’s role in the FWW and how its experience impacted Canada domestically and
internationally during the war as well as in the years following the signing of the armistice.

+ Outline the Geneva and Hague Conventions, explain their purpose, and assess whether they
can prevent atrocities.

+ Explain the potential impact of nationalism on perspectives of justice following the FWW.
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Llandovery Castle Case Study: Additional Questions

The following document features extra questions for students who decide to conduct further
research about the case of Llandovery Castle. These questions can be discussed in groups or
Think-Pair-Share’s, as well as individually. This document also features an additional list of
sources related to the sinking of the Llandovery Castle and the Leipzig Trials.

Questions:

1.
2.
3.

8.
9.

What role did Dithmar and Boldt play in the shooting of the lifeboats?
Does someone need to be an active participant to be guilty of an atrocity?

Who is responsible when an atrocity is committed? Is it the person carrying out an order? Or
the person who gave the order?

Is it ever appropriate to attack neutral parties in war, like medical personnel and civilians, in
order to achieve success?

Do the rules of war apply to one party if the other party is breaking them?
Can justice ever truly be served if only one party is investigated for crimes?

Were Dithmar and Boldt “retailers” or “wholesalers™? “Big fish” or “little fish”? What about
Patzig? What about HMHS Llandovery Castle?

Does it matter how important the accused are in society? Why or why not?

What does the phrase “might is not right” mean?

10.What was the purpose of the Leipzig Trials? Considering this purpose, was justice served?

11.Based on the articles of the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907, which rules did the crew

of the German U-86 break in the events of 27 June 1918?

12.How were the Hague Convention’s rules of war enforced? How were rule breakers punished?

13.Why is the “chain of command” such an important principle in the military?

14.1s it ever acceptable for a military member to refuse an order from a superior? What should

happen in this case?

15.How were enemy militaries expected to treat each other?

16.Had the rules of war been long enough established to expect combatants to respect them?

17.What does the phrase ‘fog of war’ refer to?

18.Does understanding the ‘fog of war’ excuse the occurrence of atrocities?

19.If the Germans had won the war, would the atrocities committed have been excusable?

20.Is alleged Allied mistreatment of hospital ships an excuse for Germans to retaliate?
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