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Season’s Greetings  
Dear Valour Canada Members and Donors; 

 

As the New Year is fast approaching, I wanted to reach out to thank you for your 

continued support this year and to share some of the accomplishments you have 

helped us achieve.  

 

This has been an exciting year for Valour Canada!  Our unique school programs 

have tripled in participation and are now running in museums located in             

four provinces.  Our documentary videos have seen a surge of interest with over 

200,000 views this year!  We continue to build new partnerships including one 

with the Girl Guides of Canada, with whom we created the Canadian Women of 

Valour Challenge. We have also partnered with the Royal Canadian Navy and the 

Calgary Board of Education to pilot “Ship-to-Shore” in Calgary classrooms.  In     

addition to these huge steps forward, our already strong social media presence has 

tripled over the past year. 

 

Our most exciting programme of 2019 was the launch of the Juno 75 Virtual Reality  

portal that allows people to visit the Normandy Battlefields through Virtual        

Reality.   

 

I encourage you to visit our website at www.valourcanada.ca and learn more 

about all of our engaging educational programmes. Our successes would not have 

been possible without the support of our members and donors – people like you.  

 

As you prepare for the holiday season, please keep Valour Canada in mind.  We 

rely on your support to continue improving our innovative programming that    

connects Canadians to their military history and heritage.  As always, we thank you 

for your continued support.  

  

Valour Canada wishes you a happy and safe holiday season.   

 

With warm regards, 
 

Peter Boyle 
President—Valour Canada 
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For the Canadian troops fighting their way through the Italian Front in December 1943, Christmas would 

prove to be a challenging time. Leading up to the holiday, the Canadians had finally reached the port city 

of Ortona on the east coast of Italy. Here they would face Hitler's elite paratroopers who had recently 

been given a direct order to defend the town at all costs. 

Conditions were rough as the Battle of       

Ortona began on the 20th of December. The 

Moro River had expanded over 8 times its 

original size as the wettest December on   

record continued. Even without the            

unanticipated weather-induced challenges, 

the narrow streets of Ortona were killing 

zones. Fortunately, the Canadians would  

successfully utilize a technique they called 

"mouseholing" to avoid the dangerous open 

streets. By blasting holes in the walls of 

buildings, the Canadian troops created     

covered passages that enabled them to     

advance through the towns while mostly 

sheltered from enemy fire. 

By the time that Christmas Day came along, the fighting conditions had not changed. Regardless, many 

men, including all the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, would still recognize the holiness of that day. In 

shifts, the men gathered in the basement of the bombed-out Santa Maria di Constantinopoli Church to 

take part in a Christmas dinner. An organist could be heard playing Silent Night as the men enjoyed a    

special meal that included: beer, wine, roast pork, applesauce, cauliflower, mashed potatoes, gravy,   

chocolate, oranges, and a variety of nuts. Cigarettes were also plentiful. The fighting raged on for three 

more days before the  Germans finally surrendered. For some men, that Christmas meal would be their 

last. 

While the success of the Ortona Battle was great, so too was its cost. Canada would lose 213 men during 

Christmas that year, adding to what turned out to be the bloodiest month on the Italian front for the     

Canadians. The high casualty rate of December 1943 earned it the name "Bloody December". 

  

Photo: Christmas dinner in bombed-out Santa Maria di Constantinopoli Church (Credit: Seaforth Highlanders). 

 Christmas in Ortona—1943 
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Upcoming Events… 
 

• Spring Dinner in March—date/time TBD (check out our website in the coming weeks 

for more details!) 

• Annual General Meeting (AGM) in June—date/time TBD (check out our website in 

the coming weeks for more details!) 

• Presentation by Andrew Robertshaw in June—date/time TBD (check out our website 

in the coming weeks for more details!) 

 

 

Stay tuned for… 
 

• Ship-to-Shore—a new program being piloted in Calgary classrooms 

• HMCS Haida virtual reality module 

• RCAF Lancaster virtual reality module 

• Updated and improved Valour Canada Website coming in the New Year 

 

 

Social Connections… 
 

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/militrivia  Username: @Militrivia 

• Twitter: www.twitter.com/valourcanada  Username: @ValourCanada 

• YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/canadianvalour Username: @ValourCanada 

• Instagram: www.instagram.com/valourcanada  Username: @valourcanada 

• Website: www.valourcanada.ca 
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Membership Application Form: 

DATE  NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY/TOWN  PROVINCE  

POSTAL CODE  PHONE  

EMAIL  

Membership Type (please select one): 

   Annual Membership fee of $50.00 (your membership qualifies for a tax receipt) 

Yes! I want to assist Valour Canada in their mission to “Inspire, Connect and Educate Canadian Youth on 

their Proud Military Heritage” by making a tax-deductible donation in addition to my membership fee: 

   Donation of $25 + membership fee of $50.00 = $75.00 (total cost) 

   Donation of $50 + membership fee of $50.00 = $100.00 (total cost) 

   Donation of $100 + membership fee of $50.00 = $150.00 (total cost) 

   Donation of $_______ + membership fee of $50.00 = $_______ (total cost) 

   One-time donation of $ ______________ (does not include membership) 

My donation is made in memory of/ or in honour of: ___________________________________________________________ 

Payment can be made by: 
• Cheque, made out to “Valour Canada” and mailed to: 1820 24 St SW, Calgary AB T2T 0G6 
• Online, by visiting www.valourcanada.ca  
• Credit card using the payment slip below (and mailing to the above address) 

Credit Card Payment Slip  

Name on Card: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Credit Card #: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Expiry Date:                       /                     3-digit Security Code:  

Thank you for your support! 
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WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE: 

 Go to www.valourcanada.ca and click “join now” (to become a member) or click “donate” (for a      
one-time donation) 

 Fill out the member application form (below) and mail (with cheque or completed credit card         
payment slip) to Valour Canada 


